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The passion of fruit labels: They weren't meant to endure— either as art or as 
advertisements — yet today these lithographs are collector's items. The World 
War Two era, Betty Grable-style Hubba Hubba logo (opening page) was de- 
signed to attract the wholesaler as he strolled past alluring labels on stacked 
produce. With the fruit in a crate, the sign did the selling. First Pick (top, far left) 
assured freshness (straight from the picker's dress). Nudist, Ladye and Buxom 
(left, clockwise) employed sex appeal, while Squeeze Me (bottom) relied on a 
slogan. Only one copy of the Baby Doll strip label (below) is known to exist. 
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"The Eva Brand Pears la- 
bel,” says historian Pat 
Jacobsen, who provided 
these rare labels from his 
collection, “is the Hope dia- 
mond of agro-lithography,” 
From the late 1670s until 
cardboard boxes and mod- 
ern shipping techniques 
overtook the crate and la- 
bel business in the mid- 
1950s, tens of thousands 
of designs and millions of 
copies of lithographs were 
produced rapidly and dis- 
carded after one use. One 
of only three remaining 
copies, Eva of the perfect 
pear (left) is worth about 
$300, but Jacobsen Isn’t 
selling— he’s preserving as 
many of the labels as possi- 
ble and will eventually do- 
nate them to a museum. 
The Arizona Maid (below) 
delivered a feminine icon 
circa 1953, domesticated 
and delicious. It's enough 
to make you a vegetarian. 
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welcom ii to the dance club Linden' round, 
when; tonight's undercurrent features 
five women sweating and caressing to a 
Euro-cyb-cr- hip-hop luck heal. Welcome 
to [lie all-out feminist fire nf Fern 2 Fem, 
Los Angeles rockers who wear their sex- 
ual preferences on (heir handcuffed 
sleeves. No* it's not the sweet sort uf gay 
femininity that k.lL Lang sings about. 
This is “lipstick lesbian 1 * chic with soft- 
sell sex and a hard- core message. Lit the 
conlrove^iiil video bar ihcir hit song 
SurilfA, these women chant “It’s erotic* 
it's taboo* switch to the l>eat that** right, 
for you.* 1 The message is clear: Lesbian 
rEHik is oul of the closet. So deal with it. 


don't be fooled by the lipstick — 
this girl group moves 
to a chic new beat 


Slam-glom, Shank you, mo'om: In 19*92 Lynn Pompey r 
Julie Parkj Lezlie Deane ond Michelle Crispin (left to right 
on thgir Critique Record* album, -apposite) formed L.A. J s 
hottest "lipilitk lesbian" hand. Wish Jennifer Wolf (ot 
lefl in photo lo right), Ihey scorched dance dubs with Ihe 
Fem 2 Fern sound— sexual politics whh a driving beob 
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PLAYBOY'S PLAYMATE OF THE MONTH 










TODAY, GETTING AHEAD IS A REARGUARD ACTION 


etiquette by GLENN O'BRIEN 































